




The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

THE EPHREMITE

Bulletin of the Eparchy of St Ephrem, Khadki - Pune

VOL VII | NO. 3| July 2021

Eparchy of St. Ephrem
51 Bhau Patil Road
Bopodi - 411 020

Pune, Maharashtra



VOL VII | NO. 3| July 2021

BULLETIN OF THE EPARCHY OF ST. EPHREM KHADKI - PUNE

THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1. Voice of the Bishop

2. Notification from the 

3. Chancellery 

4. Circular: Mar Ivanios Day 

2021

5. Circular: Good Samaritan 

Drive

6. Circular: Pastoral Care 

during the Pandemic

7. MCA News

8. MCYM News

9. Family Apostolate News

10. Institutional News

11. Obituary

12. Important Dates to Note

13. Birthdays & Feast Days

14. Bishop's Diary

CONTENTSPATRON
H.E. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Eparchial Bishop

EDITOR 
Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC 
The Chancellor

CIRCULATION
Local Parish Priests

DESIGN  LAYOUT
Anita Printers

PROOF
Mrs Julie Phillip, Borivili & 
Ms Bincy Daniel, Vikhroli & 
Mr Binu Daniel, Vikhroli

DISTRIBUTION
Shibin Mathew, 
Bishop’s House Office

CORRESPONDENTS
Tom, Angel, Sojisha, Binu, Sijo, Cibi, Jinu, 
Nithin, Aksa Rajan, Jerome, Jerin James, 
Lijo, Libin, Bincy, Shibu, Beena, Jacob, C E 
Joy, Anish, John, Jeffi, Abraham, Preethy, 
Teeja, Joicy, Thomas, Shiju Thomas, Benson 
& Sabu

PRINTING
Anita Printers, Wadgaonsheri, Pune

PUBLISHED BY 
The Chancellor
Eparchy of St. Ephrem,
51 Bhau Patil Road, Bopodi, Pune
Maharashtra, India

©Copyright With Eparchy of St. Ephrem

For private circulation only



3

VOICE OF THE BISHOP
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Greetings, love and blessings to all! Stay safe, 
healthy and blessed as we pass through the second 
wave of Covid. The news of the mutated Delta virus 
and the possibility of an immediate third wave must 
not put us in despair rather only encourage us to pray, 
pray more fervently! This too will pass. 

Dukhrono of St Thomas, the Apostle of India

The month of July is so dear to us. On 3 July, we celebrate the 
Dukhrono of St. Thomas, the apostle of India and our father in 
faith. We must be proud in affirming our faith tradition back to St 
Thomas, the apostle. Let the Dukhrono of St Thomas help us to 
increase in our faith and like him with total surrender and faith 
declare 'my Lord and my God' (Jn 20:28) May the intercession of 
our father in faith help us to stand firm in our faith and like him let 
us with courage declare our readiness 'to die with him' (Jn 11:16 ) 
Let us rekindle the fire of the gospel transmitted to us by the apostle 
and spread it to the corners of our Eparchy. Wish you a Happy St. 
Thomas Day! 

Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop 
Mar Ivanios

On 15 July, we celebrate the feast of commemoration of our 
beloved Aboon Mar Ivanios. To me St. Thomas, the apostle and 
Servant of God Mar Ivanios are the pillars of the Malankara Syrian 
Catholic Church. As Saints Peter and Paul are the foundations of 
the universal Church, so for the Malankara Church it is St. Thomas 
and Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. St Thomas is our 
father in faith and Mar Ivanios can be compared to St Paul who 
perfected this faith, by healing the wound of the schism caused by 
the Coonan Cross Oath and putting the focus of evangelization 
back in the Malankara Church. If the missionary journeys of St 
Paul to different Churches were in order to renew them, in Mar 
Ivanios  Pithav, we see them as journey to Serampore, journey to 
Mundan Mala (Bethany) and finally the journey to the Catholic 
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communion. All these 3 journeys were aiming at the renewal of the 
Church in order 'to rekindle the faith passed on by St Thomas.' The 
agony that Pithav always held close to his heart was our failure as a 
Church to spread the light of faith passed on to our ancestors by the 
Apostle. Mar Ivanios was so immersed in his thought for Christ 
that his own life, comfort zones and positions were nothing for him 
in front of the love of Christ. “What is more, I consider everything 
a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage 
that I may gain Christ.” (Philipians 3:8) Whether be it his degree as 
MA Achen, the high academic office at the prestigious Serampore 
College, the pivotal and key positions in the Malankara Orthdox 
hierarchy and finally the temporal assets of Bethany at mundane 
Mala all were like garbage before the love of Christ. 

The power to renounce everything for Christ can come only from a 
person who is heroic in his commitment to the Lord and this is 
what we call holiness. It is such a dynamic and radical surrender 
wherein like St Paul, Mar Ivanios could assert “for me life is Christ 
and death is gain.” (Philipians 1:21) Mar Ivanios was so involved 
in his yearning to imitate Christ that he would bring forth the 
famous maxim, “union with God or possession of God is more 
sublime than the service of God.” It was not to consider service as 
less important rather it asserts that in  union with God alone can 
one serve selflessly. Therefore union with or possession of God is 
the hall mark of Ivanian spirituality. 

The 15 day lenten observance must be our humble attempt to walk 
the pilgrimage in the steps of our Aboon. This year also there is no 
padayatra but there must be a hridayayatra, a journey to the heart 
of Mar Ivanios. Let us walk the Ivanian spirituality of simplicity, 
obedience, renunciation, daivasambadanam, perseverance, unity 
and above all surrender unto the will of Christ. Mar Ivanios pithav 
must still live in and through us and our lives must testify to his 
sanctity and holiness- let our lives be the miracle of the sainthood 
of Mar Ivanios. Let us also pray for the success of the Cause of 
Canonisation of our punyapithav Mar Ivanios.
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Feast of the Saints of Bethany 

The Church celebrates the feast of Saints Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus of Bethany on 29 July. This is the feast day of our Bethany 
Fathers and Sisters. I wish them God's choices blessings through 
the intercession of the Bethany Saints! As an Eparchy I appreciate 
the selfless contributions of Bethany Fathers and Sisters. God 
bless Bethany Ashram and Bethany Madhom!

Family Day

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates as Family Day 
on Sunday, 4 July, 2021. Family has always been the essential 
component of the Church and society. Family is the school of faith, 
the place wherein we learn not only the Word of God but also 
where we practice it. It is the domestic Church. This year because 
of the pandemic the family day celebration is more important to us. 
Today the Family itself is the church and Sunday school. The 
lockdown has made us renew our family bonds.

As part of the Eparchial Family Day celebration, the Eparchial 
commission for the Family Apostolate has come out with an online 
elocution competition titled 'FAMILIA". The vocation and 
challenges of Christian families is the topic of the elocution which 
is being conducted in both English and Malayalam. I urge all our 
married persons to participate in this competition, and thereby 
engage in a process of reflecting their call as family man and 
family women.  I wish all success to FAMILIA and also to our 
Family Apostolate. I impart my blessings on all our families and 
entrust them to the intercession of the Holy family, of Mother 
Mary and St Joseph.

Finally, as we move ahead during these tough times caused by the 
pandemic, let us pray for each other. I really appreciate your 
cooperation for the 'Good Samaritan Drive' aimed to help our 
beloved Barnabas Thirumeni and the Eparchy of Gurgaon. Let us 
also continue to pray for the complete healing of Branabas Pithav.

 I have also sent you a circular, which is also made available in this 
edition of our bulletin, on the decisions taken to further strengthen 
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our pastoral care during the pandemic. As an Eparchy we are 
striving to cater to the pastoral needs of our people to the best of 
our ability. Let us pray for each other and strengthen our bond. 

May Mary, the Mother of God and St Joseph, her spouse, intercede 
for us. God bless us all! 

Your loving Aboon,Yours loving Aboon,

X Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Eparchial Bishop

Rosary Marathon: His Holiness Pope Francis 
called for a global prayer marathon for the entire 
month of May in order to pray for the end to the 
pandemic. In response to this call, the Eparchial 
MCYM organized Rosary Marathon wherein all 
the youth participated in reciting the rosary from 15 May - 31 May 
2021. Each district was assigned days to recite the rosary. 

Break the Chain  Precautions from Covid: Eparchial MCYM 
organized an awareness session related to Covid-19 for all the 
youth of the Eparchy on 13 June 2021 through Zoom digital 
platform. The session was conducted by Dr. Mathews Marian 
Mathew, a member of the Camillian congregation and a doctor 
working with DNB Family Medicine. The session started with the 
prayer led by Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC. Dr. Mathews 
presented the features of the virus and how do it spread from 
person to person and the precautions to be taken in this pandemic. 
The session was attended by more than 60 participants from the 
Eparchy.

MCYM News
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Appointment as Member of the Presbyteral Council and the 
College of the Eparchial Consultors

· Rev Fr Philip Pulipra has been appointed as the member of the 
Presbyteral Council of the Eparchy of St Ephrem as per Rule 14 
of the Byelaws of the said Council. He has been appointed on 
the vacancy created by the resignation of Fr Varghese 
Mattamana.

· Rev Fr Philip Pulipra has also been appointed as a member of 
the College of Eparchial Consultors of the Eparchy of St 
Ephrem in the vacancy arising from the resignation of Fr 
Varghese Mattamana. 

Welcome Dear Fathers

· Rev Fr George Kandathilparambil from the Eparchy of 
Pathanamthitta and Rev. Fr John Maruthoor from the Eparchy 
of Mavelikara have joined the Eparchy of St Ephrem. They 
have been appointed in the Andhra-Telangana Missons and are 
currently undergoing Telugu language studies. Hearty 
welcome dear fathers to the priestly koinonia of the Eparchy of 
St. Ephrem.

Appointment of Regents

· Bro. Mathew Mappottil : Bapatla, Andhra Pradesh

· Bro. Akhil Thomas : Ongole, Andhra Pradesh

· Bro. Nithin Vinod : Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary, Karsundi

· Bro. Robin Abraham : Bishop's House, Khadki- Pune

They have been appointed as part of their regency formation.

Notifications from the Chancellery
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Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune
St. Mary's Malankara Catholic Cathedral, 51 Bhau Patil Road,

Bopodi, Pune- 411020

CIRCULAR
GOOD SAMARITAN DRIVE

FOR THE EPARCHY OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM GURGAON

Prot.  No: CL 6/2021                                                17 June 2021

Dear Rev. Fathers, Members of Consecrated Life

and Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

In the name of Jesus, loving greetings from the Bishop's House! 
Hope you are all keeping fine. Let our prayers be united for our 
wellbeing during this pandemic time!

As you are aware, Most Rev. Dr Jacob Mar Barnabas, Bishop of 
the Eparchy of St John Chrysostom Gurgaon (Delhi) has been 
admitted in the Holy Family Hospital New Delhi since 16 April 
2021 due to Covid-19. His Excellency is getting well by the grace 
of God. We are all ardently praying for his fast recovery.  We pray 
that His Excellency can soon take up the leadership of the 
excellent mission work that he had been doing in the 22 states in 
the Central, Northern and North-Eastern regions of India. In the 
absence of his Excellency, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios 
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos appointed Very Rev. Fr Vinayanand 
OIC the Interim Administrator of the Eparchy. He is taking care of 
the administrative and pastoral care of the Eparchy as it faces a 
severe economic crisis.
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At the initiative of our Bavathirumeni, all our Eparchies are trying 
to be in solidarity with the Eparchy of St John Chrysostom in this 
situation. We are also indebted to the Eparchy as our Mother 
Eparchy and to Barnabas Pithav as former beloved Shepherd. Let 
us pray for the Eparchy and Barnabas Pithav and do what is 
possible from our end. For this we launch the GOOD 
SAMARITAN DRIVE for the Eparchy of Gurgaon. 

I earnestly appeal to our Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and our 
Faithful, all our Parishes, individuals, Associations, Departments 
and all the Institutions (Eparchial / Religious) of our Eparchy to 
contribute a handsome amount to this drive, so that we can help the 
Eparchy of Gurgaon in its emergency situation. The Parish Priests 
organise the families and associations of their respective parishes. 
The Directors of Eparchial Associations and Departments 
organize the drive in their end. The Superiors of Ashrams, 
Convents and Institutions organise the drive in their domain. 

All donations are to be sent on or before 20 July 2021 to the 
Finance Office of the Eparchy, A/c No. 0147053000015803 with 
The South Indian Bank, MG Road Pune Branch, IFSC Code 
SIBL0000147. Those who would like to avail income tax benefit 
under 80 G can contribute to our SEVA Social Service Society, A/c 
No 16630100031166 with The Federal Bank, Aundh Pune, IFSC 
Code FDRL0001663. The Eparchy expects a good co-operation 
from all. I entrust this appeal to our dear Rev. Fathers, parish 
committee members, executive members of associations and 
departments, Religious Superiors and Heads of Institutions to take 
initiative and make this drive a big success.

The Finance Office will issue receipts to the Parishes and 
Ashrams, Convents and Institutions, Eparchial Associations and 
Departments and for 80 G donations. The parishes shall give 
receipts to families and associations remitting donations to the 
parish account.



THE EPHREMITE

15

May God bless us all and keep us safe, healthy and blessed! I 
entrust everyone to the motherly intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary! May I be blessed by your prayers!

lovingly in Jesus Christ,

X Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Eparchial Bishop

ACCOUNT DETAILS

Finance Office of the Eparchy

Name of the Account : Exarchate of St. Ephrem

A/c No. : 0147053000015803

IFSC Code : SIBL0000147 

Bank : The South Indian Bank ltd 

Branch : MG Road, Pune 

SEVA Social Service Society (For 80 G benefit)

Name of the Account : SEVA Social Service Society

A/c No. : 16630100031166

IFSC Code : FDRL0001663 

Bank : The Federal Bank

Branch : Aundh, Pune

NB: This circular shall be circulated to all our Rev. Fathers, Rev. 
Sisters and our Faithful, all our Parishes, Individuals, 
Associations, Departments and all the Institutions (Eparchial / 
Religious) through the communication media of the Eparchy and 
Parishes.
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Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune
St. Mary's Malankara Catholic Cathedral, 51 Bhau Patil Road,

Bopodi, Pune- 411020

CIRCULAR

Prot.  No: CL 7/2021  29 June 2021
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 

Dear Rev Fathers, Rev Sisters and beloved Faithful in our Lord,

Greetings and blessings to you all from your Aboon! As we 
continue to be in the second wave of the Covid pandemic and 
striving to stay safe and blessed in this moment of crisis, I assure 
you all my prayers and accompaniment.

As part of our pastoral planning, we had various meetings of our 
canonical bodies, especially of the Pastoral Council on 12 June 
2021. These meetings were means to connect people across our 
Eparchy and thereby renew our pastoral care for the people of 
God. Through this circular, I bring to the attention of all, certain 
decisions and steps taken for the same. 

1. Regarding the administration of the parishes, the Parish 
General Body Meeting is to be conducted as and when the Covid 
restrictions are eased out and a fairly good number of people can 
join the parish activities. The new Parish Council shall be elected 
in the Annual General Body Meeting. Its term of office includes 
the remainder of the current financial year and the entire financial 
year 2022-'23 and of course until the time a new Parish Council is 
elected. 
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2. The Covid Samaritan Cells are to be revived in all our 
Ecclesiastical Districts. This cell would comprise of Rev Fathers, 
Sisters and a team of lay volunteers including doctors, nurses and 
other volunteers. This cell will help those affected by Covid, like 
helping their hospitalization, guidance during the illness and post 
illness period etc. In case of death the cell can assist the bereaved 
family. 

3. The online spiritual activities are to be continued. Holy 
Qurbono, Prayer Meetings, Sunday School classes and meeting of 
associations and pious organizations and all other bodies are to be 
held online. The Malankara TV YouTube channel is conducting 
various spiritual activities including Holy Qurbono. I urge all our 
faithful to make use of the same. Besides, our Ephremite YouTube 
channel would be telecasting live Holy Qurbono on special 
occasions and especially events that mark Eparchial celebrations.  

4. The practice of bringing Holy Qurbono to those who are 
severely sick and the elderly who cannot travel to the church is to 
be continued while at the same time ensuring all necessary Covid 
safety protocol and keeping in mind the stipulations of the civil 
authorities regarding public movement.

5. The dues from the parishes (priests support fund, earmarked 
Sundays and 15% of the income) are to be remitted to the Eparchial 
Finance office, of course, in proportion to the subscriptions 
collected in the parishes. They, if not paid in proportion to the 
income of parish, is to be considered as arrears.

6. The charitable works carried out by SEVA is well appreciated. 
SEVA has reached out to all sections of people including the needy 
in our parishes and missions. The needy in our parishes must be 
helped to make use of the financial and other assistance provided 
by SEVA. I would like to remind you all that SEVA requires our 
support. Our financial support is pivotal for SEVA to carry out its 
various activities. SEVA is a registered charitable organization or 
NGO and the donors can obtain the 80G tax benefits. I urge 
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everyone to make note of this 80-G benefits of SEVA and promote 
SEVA among ourselves and like-minded people and corporate 
organizations.

7. Finally, I remind all concerned to maintain discipline in our 
ecclesial life and follow all instructions given by the respective 
authorities from time to time. There are serious lapses now. Let us 
not make the pandemic an excuse for not carrying forth our duties. 
Whenever something is asked to be done or submitted in a 
stipulated time the parish priest along with the parish committee 
must make sure that the instructions are strictly complied with and 
for exceptions due permission must be sought in advance. 

Dear All, as an Eparchy we are together praying for each other and 
collaborating together as we move ahead. The lockdown due to the 
pandemic has not locked up our hearts, rather opened it with 
renewed zeal to be at the service of all. 

God bless all of you! I invoke on you and our families the blessings 
of God through the intercession of all the Apostles especially 
saints Peter and Paul!

Yours in Our lord,

X Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Eparchial Bishop

NB: This circular shall be circulated to all our Rev. Fathers, Rev. 
Sisters and our Faithful through the communication media of the 
Eparchy and Parishes.
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MCA Annual Programme Calendar 

Release :  Eparchial  MCA Executive 

committee released the Annual Programme 
th

Calendar on 11  June 2021 in a function held 

via Zoom platform. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Msgr. 

Varghese Angadiyil, Sabhathalam MCA President Mr. Paul Raj 

and Sabhathalam MCA Vice President Mr. Babu George attended 

the meeting. Bishop Mar Anthonios released the Annual MCA 

Programme Calendar. 92 members participated in the meeting. 

Eparchial MCA Meet with District Leadership: Eparchial 

MCA organized a meeting with District MCA leadership through 

zoom digital platform on 20 June 2021. Vicar General Msgr 

Varghese Angadiyil inaugurated the meeting. 33 members 

participated in the meeting.

Eparchial MCA Meet with Parish Leadership: Eparchial MCA 

organized a meeting with Parish level managing committee 

members from all the 22 units in the Eparchy. Bishop Thomas Mar 

Anthonios OIC inaugurated the meeting and spoke about the role 

and relevance of parish level MCA leaders and how they must 

function. 87 members attended the meeting.

Young MCA Members Meet: Eparchial MCA organized a 

meeting with selected MCA members in the age group of 31 to 45 

yrs. 76 members attended the meeting. Bishop Mar Anthonios 

chaired the meeting and spoke of the need to actively involve the 

young MCA members into the mainstream of our ecclesial life by 

active role playing in parish or MCA activities.

MCA News
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Family Apostolate

l Marriage Preparation Course shall be held from 30 July- 1 
August 2021 (Friday-Sunday) via Zoom online platform. For
r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l e a s e  l o g  i n  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e :  
www.familyapostolateesepune.org 

l Family Apostolate, in order to help people find suitable life 
partners, invite information from those interested to be 
published as matrimonial columns in The Ephremite, the 
Eparchial monthly bulletin as well as in the Family Apostolate 
Website.  For details call us at- +91 7719890013, 7767808685

Institutional News
MGC, Chennai

Webinar on Transforming Candidates to Consultants

Placement Cell of MGC has organized the Webinar “Transforming 
Candidates to Consultants” on 7 June 2021 at 3.00 PM. The chief 
guest during the occasion was Mr. Durai Raj Babu S, AGM, 
Learning and Development, Kone Elevators, who truly equipped 
the students with his expertise. Around 240 participants from the 
College attended the Webinar and enriched themselves in order to 
prepare better for their placements. 

World Environment Day Celebration

College Eco- Green Club celebrated the Virtual World 
Environment Day Celebration Programme with webinar on 

 
Caring for Trees on 05 June 2021. Mrs. Shobha Menon, Founder 
and Managing Trustee, Nizhal Foundation, was the Resource 
Person of the day. Nearly 300 staff and students, of Shift I and II 
participated. The Resource Person emphasized the source and 
importance of oxygen in our lives and about growing trees. 

Bishop's Diary July 2021

01-31 Thu-Sat : Pune
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS…

1. Rev. Fr Mathew Thomas Thazhethottathil- (July 08)

2. Rev. Fr Justin Chempanal- (July 12)

3. Rev. Fr Samuel Thekkekavinal- (July 28)

HAPPY FEAST DEAR FATHERS...

1. Rev. Fr Thomas Bijily OIC- (July 03)

2. Rev. Fr Thomas Attumalil- (July 03)

3. Rev. Fr Saiju Kurian- (July 15)

4. Rev. Fr James Cherivuparambil- (July 25)

03 : Dukrono, St. Thomas Day

Feast of Bp. Joseph Mar Thomas

04 : Family Day

15 : Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios 

28 : St. Alphonsa

29 : Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus of Bethany (Bethany Feast)

Important Dates to Note
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